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The lacustrine pile-dwelling site of Pieve di Carpegna 
is situated within a small basin (c. 1.5-2 ha), now en-
tirely peat-filled and buried. It was occupied between 
the Early Bronze Age and the beginning of the Middle 
Bronze Age. The site was identified during earthworks 
associated with the construction of basins for a hy-
draulic system serving a horticultural enterprise estab-
lished over the area (fig. 1). The results of these initial 
discoveries were presented at the 38th Scientific Meet-
ing of the Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria 
dedicated to the Marche region (Baldelli et al. 2005) 1.
Following this discovery, Dr Gabriele Baldelli (Soprin-
tendenza Archeologia delle Marche) initiated a strati-
graphic e[cavation to assess the preservation and e[tent 
of the archaeological deposits. This represented the 
first systematic e[cavation in the territory of Carpegna. 
The research, directed by Baldelli in collaboration with 
Andrea Cardarelli (University of Modena and Reggio 
Emilia), was conducted in -uly 2005, with scientific 
support from Claudio Balista and Sara Tiziana Levi.

1 The comprehensive publication of the 2005 e[cavation is 
currently in preparation.

Prior to e[cavation, a detailed micro-topographic sur-
vey was carried out with 0.2 m contour intervals 2. This 
survey suggests that the basin originally had an elon-
gated NW – SE orientation, e[ceeding 200 m in length 
and with a ma[imum width of appro[imately 80 m. 
The e[cavation area is located near the centre of the 
basin, which appears to have been very shallow, prob-
ably not e[ceeding 4 m in depth.
The e[cavated levels correspond to the final phase of oc-
cupation, datable to the beginning of the Middle Bronze 
Age. Nevertheless, a stratigraphic section including un-
derlying layers was documented, characterized by the 
presence of in-situ wooden piles (fig. 2). Two radiocar-
bon dates are available for this terminal phase, indicating 
that the settlement came to an end in the second half of 
the 17th century BC, consistent with an attribution to Mid-
dle Bronze Age 1 3. The underlying deposits can therefore 

2 The micro-topographic survey was conducted by Gianluca 
Pellacani.
3 Two radiocarbon determinations are available: US 337, Pha-
se 1 (seed), 27 -uly 2005, CEDAD code: LTL5174A: 3420 � 
45 BP, corresponding to 1879-1623 BC (95.4� probability) 
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be attributed to the Early Bronze Age, in agreement with 
the dating of certain finds recovered at the time of the 
site’s discovery (Baldelli et al. 2005).
The ceramic assemblage has been studied by Luca Pel-
legrini (Pellegrini 2010) and is currently in the process 
of publication. The assemblage includes several han-
dles with a[e-shaped elevations, typically attributed 
to an early Middle Bronze Age 1 horizon (fig. 3) and 
finds the closest parallels in the conte[ts of Cattoli-
ca, Senigallia and Ancarano di Sirolo, dated between 
the Late Early Bronze Age and Middle Bronze Age 1 
(Miari 2009; Delpino 2014; Baldelli 2005). A few spo-
radic finds of uncertain provenance from the site may 
be attributable to the Recent Bronze Age, possibly in-
dicating a later reoccupation of the area, in a location 
di൵erent from that investigated during the e[cavation.
The faunal assemblage from the site is highly fragment-
ed. A total of 147 bone fragments were recovered, more 
than half of which could not be identified to species 
level. A total of 82 remains were identified to species. 
Among domestic animals, cattle were predominant – a  
pattern also supported by the undetermined portion of 
the assemblage, over 60� of which could be attributed 
to large-sized animals. Pigs and caprines follow in fre-
Tuency. The 38 remains confidently attributed to cattle 
represent at least four individuals, including three adults 
– one of which is female – and one subadult. The 21 pig 
remains belong to at least three individuals, including 
one adult male and two piglets slaughtered before the 

and 1860-1646 BC (68.2� probability). US 338, CEDAD 
code: LTL5175A: 3392 � 45 BP, corresponding to 1874-1545 
BC (95.4� probability) and 1743-1631 BC (68.2� probability

age of four months. Fifteen caprine remains belong to 
at least two individuals: an adult female goat culled at 
around three years of age, confirmed by genetic analy-
sis (Makarova et al., this volume), and a subadult aged 
between one and 1.5 years. Among wild species, only 
wild boar is attested. Given the small sample size, the 
data are of limited statistical value for any meaningful 
reconstruction of the site economy.
Analyses of seeds and fruits were carried out on the site 
(Provesi 2017�2018). Fifteen samples, taken during e[ca-
vations in 2003 and 2005 from ten di൵erent stratigraphic 
units, were sieved, representing a total of appro[imately 
280 litres of soil. Appro[imately 4,600 seeds and fruits 

Fig. 1 – Pieve di Carpegna. E[cavation 2003. -ar with a 
slight developed a[e-shape handle: EBA 2
Pieve di Carpegna. Olla con ansa ad ascia poco svilup-
SDWD GDL VDJJL GL VFDYR ৳ৱৱ৴� (%$ ৳.

Fig. 2 – Pieve di Carpegna. E[cavation 2005. The archaeological deposit with wooden piles.
3LHYH GL &DUSHJQD. 6FDYL ৳ৱৱ৶ LO GHSRVLWR DUFKHRORJLFR FRQ OH SDOL¿FD]LRQL.
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were recovered, well-preserved, mostly waterlogged 
(89�) and some charred (11�). Most of the finds (65�-
43 ta[a) belong to spontaneous plants, including weeds, 
wetland and woodland species, indicative of open forest, 
meadow, and highly anthropogenic environments (e.g., 
numerous nitrophilous species). Other finds (35�-18 
ta[a) come from plants with known or potential use, es-
pecially for food. Some were cultivated, including ce-
reals (predominantly barley, followed by naked wheat 
and emmer), broad beans, and possibly grape. Wild 
fruits were also harvested, including Cornelian cherries, 
elderberries, blackberries, strawberries, plums, acorns, 
and hackberries. A small number of Àa[ seeds were re-
covered, probably representing a te[tile resource rather 
than food. Overall, the assemblage shows the same food 
plant ta[a that characterize Bronze Age sites in nearby 
Emilia-Romagna, for which numerous archaeobotanical 
analyses e[ist (Bosi et al. 2024; Carra 2013).
The Pieve di Carpegna pile-dwelling site presents sev-
eral aspects of considerable interest. Its location high-
lights the attraction of wetland environments – even 
small ones – within the Apennine area for communi-
ties of the Early Bronze Age and the earliest phase of 
the Middle Bronze Age (the site is situated at 620 m 
a.s.l.). This provides further evidence for the tendency 
to establish settlements, often of long duration, in wet-
land or lacustrine settings – a pattern well attested in 
northern and central-Tyrrhenian Italy, as well as in the 
internal areas of the central Apennines, from the Early 
Bronze Age onwards. The presence of occupations in 
lacustrine conte[ts within the Marche Apennines rep-
resents a new occurrence. Notable connections with 
contemporary settlements in Romagna and northern 
Marche may indicate a specific archaeological facies, 
which has not yet been fully defined.

Aർ඄ඇඈඐඅൾൽ඀ൾආൾඇඍඌ
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